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Abstract

This paper examines (Indonesian) English learners’ strategies for using phrases containing prepositions, for example, intuition and translation (from Indonesian into the target language -- English), which frequently result in the following ungrammatical phrases *discuss about, *the same with, *on November, *look forward to hear and *gave presents for them. These common, incorrect prepositional combinations continue to remain problematic for learners of English; therefore, more efforts ought to be made in order to assist the learners to use phrases containing English prepositions, either simple or complex ones, grammatically and semantically based on the given context. To collect data, the current writer used a questionnaire or question sheet to be completed by approximately 30 respondents who are also students of the English Language Education Study Programme of Sanata Dharma University, Yogyakarta. The collected data were analyzed to reveal learners’ strategies and types of incorrect uses of phrases containing prepositions in sentences. The results showed that there existed two main strategies, namely intuition and translation, and that there appeared three common problems, that is, incorrect, redundant and deleted prepositions.            
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